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Annual Divisional GSA Earth Science Student 
Symposium (GESSS) meetings have been 
held in Victoria for 30 years, and in 2016, the 
GSA Governing Council voted to establish the 
conference nationally.

Inaugural GESSS events were held in New South 
Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, and Queensland 
through November 2017.

The inaugural GESSS Western Australia was held 
in  November 2018 at the University of Western 
Australia. 

GESSS-WA 2018 attracted over 150 delegates 
and showcased the research of over 60 graduate 
students from Western Australian Universities.

Moving into the second year, GESSS-WA 2019 is 
anticipated to be bigger and better.

What is 
GESSS-WA?
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RICK VERBERNE
Chair (Curtin)

DAVID NATHAN
Treasurer (UWA)

TASMAN 
GILFEATHER-
CLARK
Vice Chair (UWA)

ERIN MARTIN
Sponsorship (Curtin)

JULIAN CHARD
Secretary (Curtin)

JO MOORE
Program (Curtin)

TANJA NEIDHART
Social Media (Curtin)

ALEX WALKER
Sponsorship (Curtin)

ANDREA RAJSIC
Advertising (Curtin)

DAN BRENNAN
Abstract Volume 
(Curtin)

MANUEL 
KNORSCH
Murdoch Rep 
(Murdoch)

TOMMASO 
TACCHETTO
Abstract Volume 
(Curtin)

VICKIE COUSINS
Venue and Catering 
(UWA)

Organising Committee
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Promoting 
collaboration 
between academia 
and industry 
remains a key aim 
for GESSS-WA.

GESSS-WA 2018
The highly successful inaugural GESSS-WA was held on the 29th of November at the 
University of Western Australia. The event showcased graduate students from Curtin 
University, the University of Western Australia and Murdoch University presenting 
diverse earth science research with 52 talks and a poster session.

•	 GESSS-WA 2018 was largely successful due 
to the generous support of WA industry 
and research partners

•	 The range of earth science research areas 
and topics showcased during GESSS-WA 
spanned the globe and highlighted the 
importance of earth science research in 
Western Australia

Earth Science in WA

68 PRESENTATIONS
15 minute
oral

5 minute
oral

Poster Other Spatial 
science

Organic 
geochemistry

Geophysics

TectonicsIgneous 
petrology

Metamorphic 
petrology

Sedimentology

Economic 
geology
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•	 Provided the opportunity for engagement 
between industry representatives, students, 
leading university researchers and GSA 
members.

•	 Students gained experience from 
discussions with industry representatives 
and researchers putting their work into a 
broader context

•	 Facilitated industry visibility to a pool of 
highly qualified student delegates

Industry-student interaction

GESSS-WA gives industry 
representatives direct 
access to the most 
qualified candidate pool 
in the State

Postgraduate
students

Honours
students

Academic 
staff

Industry 
representatives

130 ATTENDEES

PRESENTERS BY AFFILIATION

Curtin
UWA

Murdoch

GESSS-WA 2018 feedback
GESSS-WA 2018 was extremely successful, 
especially considering it was the first year 
the event has ever been run in Western 
Australia. We received glowing feedback 
from GESSS-WA delegates

“Very well organised & 
run. On a par with some 
professional conferences”

“Good experience for 
presenters. Excellent 
networking”
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Cutting edge 
Earth Science 
research: 

free registration, 
delicious catering, 
prizes, and 
sundowner 

In 2018, GESSS-WA secured funding to 
the tune of $15,000 from industry leading 
organisations including Iluka Resources, 
IGO, Rio Tinto, UWA, Curtin, Geoconferences 
WA, Quadrant Energy, CSIRO, TIGeR, 
CET, CCFS, GSWA, CSA Global, ASEG and 
AngloGold Ashanti.

A major aim of GESSS-WA is to ensure it is 
accessible to as many people as possible. 
To make this possible, registration for the 
conference is free of charge for all students, 
staff, and GSA members. Total registrations 
for GESSS-WA exceed 150 delegates.

In order to create a professional conference 
experience for our delegates, we secure 
state of the art on-campus venues, delicious 
meals and an impressive sundowner. 

Generous support from industry and 
research partners in 2018 allowed GESSS-
WA to be presented as a highly reputable, 
and successful event. Our goal is to present 
GESSS-WA 2019 to a standard that exceeds 
last year’s event.

Your Contribution
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GESSS-WA 2019

Date
Late 
November, 
2019 (TBC)

Venue
Curtin 
University

•	 Tim Winton Lecture Theatre

•	 Elizabeth Jolly Lecture Theatre

•	 Tim Winton Theatre Foyer and lawn

•	 Tim Winton Theatre Foyer and lawn

Talks

Posters and Lunch

Sundowner

Proposed Program 
8.00 am Registration, Tea and Coffee

8.45 am Welcome

9.00 am Keynote

9.30 am Session 1

10.30 am Morning Tea

11.00 am Session 2 Session 3

12.30 pm Lunch and Posters

1.30 pm Session 4 Session 5

2.45 pm Afternoon Tea

3.15 pm Keynote 2

3.45 pm Session 6

4.45 pm Sundowner and Poster Session

7.00 pm Close
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PARTNERSHIP
All funding contributed by Partners towards GESSS-WA will be managed 
through the GSA Business Office.

•	 Session sponsor - naming rights to a 
session

•	 One A4 page advertisement in 
Abstract Volume

•	 400-word article in Abstract Volume

•	 Free registration for four delegates

•	 Conference satchel insert - may be 
corporate literature or promotional 
merchandise 

•	 Company logo displayed on all 
conference advertising material

•	 Logo advertised on GESSS-WA website

•	 Logo advertised in Abstract Volume

•	 Banner (supplied by Partner) displayed 
at the conference

•	 One A4 page advertisement in 
Abstract Volume

•	 150-word article in Abstract Volume

•	 Free registration for two delegates

•	 Conference satchel insert - may be 
corporate literature or promotional 
merchandise 

•	 Company logo displayed on all 
conference advertising material

•	 Logo advertised on GESSS-WA website

•	 Logo advertised in Abstract Volume

•	 Banner (supplied by Partner) displayed 
at the conference

$1000$2500+

GoldPlatinum



<$500

Bronze
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•	 One half A4 page advertisement in 
Abstract Volume

•	 Free registration for two delegates

•	 Conference satchel insert - may be 
corporate literature or promotional 
merchandise 

•	 Company logo displayed on all 
conference advertising material

•	 Logo advertised on GESSS-WA website

•	 Logo advertised in Abstract Volume

•	 Free registration for two delegates

•	 Conference satchel insert - may be 
corporate literature or promotional 
merchandise 

•	 Company logo displayed on all 
conference advertising material

•	 Logo advertised on GESSS-WA website

•	 Logo advertised in Abstract Volume

$500

Silver

GESSS-WA 2019
gessswa.wixsite.com/2019

gesss.westernaustralia@gmail.com
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Rosine Riera (UWA) - 
Stratigraphy and depositional 
history of the Miocene 
limestones from the Cape 
Range Anticline

Jeremie Giraud (UWA) - 
Integration of geological 
uncertainty into geophysical 
inversion using local gradient 
regularization in the Yerrida 
Basin

Jo Moore (Curtin) - A 
thermochronological 
history of Lindås Nappe 
amphibolites based on 
combined microstructural and 
geochemical analysis of rutile

Adam Nordsvan (Curtin) - Major 
shoreline retreat in the wake of 
Snowball Earth

Lillian Kendall-Langley (UWA) 
- Quantifying the magmatic 
volatile budget of arc magmas 
with apatite inclusions in zircon

Eunjoo Choi (UWA) - Alkaline 
magmatism as a probe into 
the mantle under the Yilgarn 
Craton, WA

Caroline Mather (UWA) - 
Palaeoenvironmental and 
palaeohydrological records from 
groundwater dolocrete within 
the Fortescue marsh, Pilbara 
region of northwest Australia

Quadrant Energy 
$250 Book Vouchers

GSA-WA Division  
$150 + Memeberships

Westernex 		
Geological Compasses

Donate Prizes
We are currently seeking prize donations. Prizes are awarded for the best 
presentation at each session, including the poster session. If you are interested in 
donating a prize for GESSS-WA 2019, please indicate on the Partnership Form. 
The GESSS-WA 2018 prizes and winners are listed below.

1.

Morgan Cox (Curtin) - 
Characterisation of shock 
deformation at the Spider 
Impact Structure, Western 
Australia

AusIMM 			
Australian Ore Deposits 

4.

2.

Jesse Vitacca (UWA) - The 
biostratigraphic implications of 
new dinoflagellate cysts from 
the Bathonian–Kimmeridgian of 
the North West Shelf, Australia

Prospectors 		
Estwing Geo Pick

5.

3.

Tasman Gilfeather-Clark (UWA) 
- Self organising maps – a case 
study of Broken Hill

ASEG 			 
$150 Gift Voucher 

6.
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Partnership Form
To become a GESSS-WA 2019 Partner, please complete this form and return it 
via email. Once your details have been received by the GSA Business Office, the 
GSA will issue an invoice and provide payment advice.
Email to: gesss.westernaustralia@gmail.com

Company Details

Contact Name Phone

Sponsorship Amount (words) Sponsorship Amount $

Company Name Company Address

Email

DatePrize Donation (Y/N)

Thank you for your contribution

Platinum
$2500+

Session Sponsor

Gold
$1000

A4 Advertisement

Silver
$500

½ A4 Advertisement

Bronze
<$500

General Partner 

$



Connecting students, 
academia and 
industry

GESSS-WA 2019
This prospectus was compiled 
by the GESSS-WA 2019 
Organising Committee
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